REMARKS 

Claims 1-19 axe pending. Claims 8-12 are allowed. Claims l s 2, 4, 5, 13 5 14, 16, 
17, and 19 stand rejected. Claims 3, 6, 7, 15, and 18 are objected to. Applicants 
respectfully traverse the rejection and request allowance of claims 1-19. 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge the allowance of claims 8-12, 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 13, 14, 16, and 19 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by WO Patent 99/37198 (Gwilliam). 

Independent claim 1 requires a vacuum pleaner base plate assembly comprising a 
vacuum cleaner base plate adapted to fit to a chassis bottom of a vacuum cleaner, with 
Hie vacuum cleaner base plate including one or more nozzle apertures, one or more 
trapped components configured to rest against the vacuum cleaner base plate, a vacuum 
cleaner skid plate that fits to the vacuum cleaner base plate and that holds the one or more 
trapped components against the vacuum cleaner base plate when the vacuum cleaner skid 
plate is assembled to the vacuum cleaner base plate, and one or more fasteners that 
removably affix the vacuum cleaner skid plate to the vacuum cleaner base plate. The 
vacuum cleaner skid plate and the one or more trapped components are removably 
affixed to the vacuum cleaner base plate by the vacuum cleaner skid plate and the one or 
more fasteners. Independent claim 13 is identical to claim 1 except that claim 13 replaces 
tibe one or more trapped components with a trapped wiper blade and one or more trapped 
brushes. 

Gwilliam does not disclose a base plate including one or more nozzle apertures. 
The Office Action mistakenly labels a sidewall 39 as being a base plate (see page 5, lines 
2-3). Contrary to the Examiner's statement in the Response to Arguments, Gwilliam 
explicitly states that reference numbers 39 and 41 comprise sidewalls that are integral to 
the underside 52 of the shroud 21, 

Gwilliam discloses a bottom plate 26 that fits to a chassis 21 and in doing so ? gaps 
are left that form slots 35 and 37 in cooperation with the sidewalls 39 and 41 (see FIGS 2 
and 3 and see page 5 5 lines 2-5). The bottom plate 26 includes only apertures for 
fasteners (see page 4> lines 29-30). 
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Gwilliam does not disclose a skid plate that assembles to a base plate. Gwilliam 
does not even disclose two plates that are assembled together. In contrast, Gwilliam 
discloses a bottom plate 26 that assembles to an open portion of a shroud 2 1 . Gwilliam 
discloses that the bottom plate 26 provides a chamber floor for holding accumulated 
cleaning powder (see page 5, lines 6-8) and further discloses that it is "tray-shaped" (see 
page 4 5 line 25). Gwilliam does not mention a skid plate. Gwilliam does not teach or 
suggest that the bottom plate performs a skid plate function, and instead the bottom plate 
26 (or tray 30) performs a tray function. 

Gwilliam does not disclose a skid plate that fits to the base plate and that holds the 
one or more trapped components against the base plate when the skid plate is assembled 
to the base plate. Leaving aside the issue that Gwilliam does not include both a bottom 
plate and a skid plate, the Office Action asserts that Gwilliam includes trapped 
components and points to components 32 and 34 and labels these two components as 
being "wipers" as in the present invention. This is incorrect 

First, Gwilliam labels the components 32 and 34 as being merely "strips" that 
function to direct airflow and picked up cleaning powder toward the slots 35 and 37 (see 
page 5, lines 9-11). Further, a wiper is understood in the art to be at least partially 
flexible in order to accommodate irregularities in the surface or item being "wiped." 
Gwilliam discloses that the strips 32 and 34 comprise "bars or strips 32, 34 of aluminum 
plate or other suitable material along the edges of the tray and extending adjacent to the 
brushes to reduce . ♦ . the space . . . between tray 30 and the brushes 22 5 24." (see page 5, 
lines 14-17), The function of the strips 32 and 34 therefore is to control a nozzle cross- 
sectional size and controls or directs airflow. 

Second, the strips 32 and 34 of Gwilliam are not trapped in place. Gwilliam 
discloses "gluing or otherwise fastening" the strips 32 and 32 to the tray 30 (see page 5, 
lines 14-15). 

Finally, as suggested above, Gwilliam simply cannot trap other components 
between two plates as Gwilliam does not disclose two such plates. 

The Response to Arguments section of the final Office Action asserts that "the 
chassis bottom (21) is the structural equivalent [of a base plate] with the same function as 
the claimed base plate. The only difference is in the name of the parts." 
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This is incorrect A "base plate" by definition includes a plate . A plate is 
commonly defined as a planar surface, a sheet, or a thin, flat or nearly flat solid object. In 
contrast, the shroud 21 of Gwilliam comprises a bottom portion comprising mostly 
apertures, including apertures for the brushrolls and an open chamber, wherein the 
bottom plate 26 of Gwilliam forms a substantially closed chamber. Labeling the shroud 
21 of Gwilliam as being a "plate" defies any reasonable understanding of a plate and is 
completely illogical. 

Independent claims 1 and 13 therefore include features that are not disclosed by 
Gwilliam. Claims 2, 4, 14, 16, and 19 are allowable for the same reasons as claims 1 and 



Claims 5 and 17 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C, § 103(a) as being obvious over 
Gwilliam. Claims 5 and 17 depend from independent claims 1 and 13 and therefore are 
patentable for the reasons previously discussed. 

Applicants respectfully request allowance of claims 1-19. Please feel free to call 
to discuss the patentability of the pending claims. 
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Gregg Jansen, Reg, No, 46,799 
The OllUa Law Group LLC 
Telephone: (303) 938-9999 ext. 12 
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